








The documents you have requested include information about other individuals who have not
provided their consent for information to be released under FOI.

Bearing all the circumstances in mind, | am satisfied that the release of the information would
be an unreasonable disclosure of personal information, and that the documents are exempt
under section 47F of the Act.

The public interest test

In finding that the document contains conditionally exempt material, | am therefore required
to consider whether it would be contrary to the public interest to give you access to a
conditionally exempt document at this time (s 11A(5)).

Section 11A(5) providesthat the OAIC must give you access to a conditionally exempt
document unless (in the circumstances) access to the document at the time of my decision
would, on balance, be contrary to the public interest.

In assessing whether the disclosure of a document would be contrary to the public interest, |
must balance the factors for and against disclosing the document.

Of the public interest factors favouring disclosure listed in s 11B(3) of the FOI Act, two are
relevant to this decision access to the documents in the public interest include whether
access to the document would do any of the following:

e promote the objects of the FOI Act, including increasing public participation in
Government processes and increasing scrutiny, discussion, comment and review of the
Government’s activities, and -

e inform debate on a matter of public importance

Factors against disclosure include the public interest that the OAIC maintain its ability to
regulate privacy and provide advice to agencies on privacy policy proposals and decisions.

In this case, | am satisfied that the public interest factor against disclosure should be given
substantial weight. The public interest is against disclosure.

Giving you access to the material that | have decided is conditionally exempt-would, on
balance, be contrary to the public interest.

If you disagree with my decision

Internal review ,
You have the right to apply for an internal review of my decision under Part V| of the Act. An
internal review will be conducted, to the extent possible, by an officer of the Office of the
Australian Information Commissioner (OAIC) who was not involved in or consulted in the
making of my decision. If you wish to apply for an internal review, you must do so in writing
within 30 days. There is no application fee for internal review.
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If you wish to apply for an internal review, please mark your application for the attention of
the FOI Coordinator and state the grounds on which you consider that my decision should be
reviewed.

Further Review

You have the right to seek review of this decision by the Information Commissioner and the
Administrative Appeals Tribunal.

You may apply to the Information Commissioner for a review of my decision (IC review). If you
wish to apply for IC review, you must do so in writing within 60 days. Your application must
provide an address (including an email address or fax number) that we can send notices to,
and include a copy of this letter. A request for IC review can be made in relation to my
decision, or an internal review decision.

It is the Information Commissioner’s view that it will usually not be in the interests of the
administration of the Act to conduct an IC review of a decision, or an internal review decision,
made by the agency that the Information Commissioner heads: the OAIC. For this reason, if
you make an application for IC review of my decision, it is likely that the Information
Commissioner will decide (under section 54W(b) of the Act) not to undertake an IC review on
the basis that it is desirable that my decision be considered by the Administrative Appeals
Tribunal.

Section 57A of the Act provides that, before you can apply to the Administrative Appeals
Tribunal for review of an FOI decision, you must first have applied for IC review.

Complaints about the handling of FOI requests
If you are not satisfied with the way that your FOI request has been handled, you can
complain to the Information Commissioner or the Commonwealth Ombudsman.

Should you choose to lodge a complaint with the Information Commissioner, your matter will
be dealt with by the FOI Complaints area, independently of the FOI request or review process.
You can address any complaint to the Director of Dispute Resolution, FOI Complaints, or use -
the application form available at www.oaic.gov.au/foi/complaints.html.

If you wish to complain to the Commonwealth Ombudsman, they can be contacted on
1300 363 072. Other contact details are available at their web site: www.ombudsman.gov.au.

Applications for internal review, IC review, or complaints to the Information Commissioner
can be submitted to:

Office of the Australian Information Commissioner
GPOBox 5218
SYDNEY NSW 2001
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Alternatively, you may submit your application or complaint by email to
enquiries@oaic.gov.au, or by fax on 02 9284 9666. For further information, please call our
enquiries line on 1300 363 992.

Yours sincerely

/Wﬂ/cpw/cm/

Amanda Nowland
Freedom of Information
Dispute Resolution

3 April 2017
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