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Mr Jackson Gothe-Snape

By email: foi+request-3788-f366cd38@righttoknow.org.au

Dear Mr Gothe-Snape

Freedom of Information (FOI) Request No. 17/18-013

Dear Mr Gothe-Snape

1. I refer to your email of 22 August 2017, to the Department of Social Services (the Department), revising your request of 8 August 2017 under the Freedom of Information Act 1982 (FOI Act), to the following documents:

… budgets, menus, expenses, invoices, receipts,  credit card statements and reimbursements for the most expensive event  attended by a Minister or Assistant Minister in your Department's portfolio area in 2016-17.

2. On 21 August 2017, the Department advised you that your request was not considered to be a valid request under section 15(2)(b) of the FOI Act as your request did not provide such information concerning the documents as is reasonably necessary to enable a responsible officer of the agency to identify them.

3. On 22 August 2017, you asked that your request be amended to the following:

… budgets, menus, expenses, invoices, receipts, credit card statements and reimbursements for the most expensive event attended by a Minister or Assistant Minister in your Department's portfolio area in 2016-17. 'Most expensive' shall be determined only by the Department's budgeting records.

4. Paragraph 15(2)(b) of the FOI Act states that a valid FOI request is required to:

…provide such information concerning the document as is reasonably necessary to enable a responsible officer of the agency, or the Minister, to identify it.

5. The Department considers that your revised request fails to provide, as required by paragraph 15(2)(b) of the FOI Act, sufficient information concerning the documents you seek, as would enable a responsible officer of the agency to identify them.

6. The use of the term event, in both your original and revised requests, is not defined and the Department is unable to determine exactly what you mean by event i.e.:

· should it only include events on one particular day?
· should it only include events convened by the Department? (and if not, do you only intend to include the Department’s expenses?) or
· should this include events anywhere in the world? and if so, would the associated travel costs be included in the calculation of most expensive?


7. Furthermore, the term …most expensive event… also lacks sufficient information to enable the Department to identify the documents you are seeking, i.e.:

· is this intended to mean the most amount of money expended for the Minister or Assistant Minister to attend a particular event? or
· is …the most expensive event… intended to include all costs associated with the event? (I note that in this case, the Department has no way of determining the costs of events not convened by the Department itself). 

8. You have requested that the Department define most expensive according to the Department’s budgeting records. However, the Department’s budgeting records do not assist us in this regard because they do not attribute costs according to particular events.

9. Furthermore, you have requested …the travel expenses, invoices, receipts, credit card statements and reimbursements. However … travel expenses and reimbursements… are information while … invoices, receipts, credit card statements… are documents. You should therefore decide whether you are seeking information or documents and, in this regard, please note that generally the FOI Act is for the purposes of providing access to documents rather than access to information.

10. The Department therefore considers that your revised request, as drafted, lacks sufficient  information as is reasonably necessary to enable a responsible officer to identify the documents you seek, as required by paragraph 15(2)(b) of the FOI Act.

Kind regards





FOI Team
Government and Executive Services Branch
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