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the grounds of a practical refusal reason as an act of good faith the department would 
prefer to continue with processing this request.  This would be in line with the 
applicant’s understanding of the department’s intention following the formal and 
informal consultation that was undertaken.  Due to the complex and voluminous 
nature of the request the department is seeking a 30 day extension. 
 
The work undertaken to date has the department well positioned to commence 
consultation with the third parties within the next few days.  As scheduling of 
documents has been undertaken during the search and retrieval phase review of the 
documents for any exempt material has also commenced.  Where the department is 
granted additional 30 days it will be used to prepare all required materials for the 
decision maker’s consideration, finalise the decision making process and provide a 
more well-reasoned and better managed response given the volume and complex 
nature of the documents. 
 
Where a s15AB extension was to be granted the department would be able to provide 
the applicant with a number of documents that fall within the scope of the request at 
the time of advising the applicant of the extension.  Thereby reducing time the 
applicant would be required to wait for the finalisation of the matter to receive 
documents and also reduce the number of documents to be processed, albeit though 
not significantly.   
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