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Some Statistics
Heritage – no legal requirement to do survey but big penalties for disturbance

In 2006, our first heritage clearances at the Warrior project in the NW of SA cost 
around $8,000 all up – usually included 8 indigenous peoples, plus costs, for around 
one to two days. The indigenous people got themselves to and from the site, and 
were paid a day rate (about $250 to 300 per day then), plus food supplied.

Now in the NT, a general rule is that a heritage clearance will cost around $25,000 –
involves meetings and travel over the sites for two days or so – costs often include 
hiring of adequate numbers of vehicles, plus a $ amount per day (now around $500 
per day) for agreed number of senior people

In WA in the Lake McKay region 2009+, clearances there cost around $40,000 – often 
indigenous people had to travel to the area and were paid travel days, and a 
helicopter had to be available to ferry small groups to certain areas, plus food, accom
equipment etc.

In WA in the Kimberly region – a clearance costs around $100,000 – and involves 
transport of people to the area, hire of swags for overnight (up to 100 swags at times), 
truck mounted freezer with food and a cook, 3 anthropologists, 3 mining officers, etc.



Some Statistics
Agreement to work on Native Title Land

Annual rates on an agreement over a project area start at around $15,000 per year, 
and on ALRA land this starts at about $30,000 per year annual fee. On top of this is 
usually a calculation based on in-ground exploration work costs – eg 5% of 
expenditure on ALRA land, and 2.5% expenditure on native title land.

With an active industry in previous years, a typical agreement over a large project area 
(eg Lake McKay) was around 5% of in ground expenditure with a minimum payment of 
$120,000. This minimum often increased each year, either CPI or a fixed 
increase. With the industry downturn, if you have a project area on native title land, 
with no work occurring, an agreement will cost about $15,000 per year to maintain.
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