
Freedom of Information Act 
1982

“full details of any payments made to Young Diggers' dog squad from the department 
from 2012 - Today's Date (12 Aug 19)”.

Guidelines published by the Office of the Australian Information 
Commissioner under section 93A of the FOI Act

Documents lost or non – existent 

(1) an agency or Minister may refuse a request for access to a document 

if: 

(a) all reasonable steps have been taken to find the document; and 

(b) the agency or Minister is satisfied that the document: 

(i) is in the agency’s or Minister’s possession but 

cannot be found; or 



(ii) does not exist. 

The statement of reasons given to the applicant should sufficiently identify the 
document, explain why it cannot be found or is known not to exist or to be in 
the agency's possession, describe the steps the agency took to search for the 
document, and note the limitations of any search. 
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