


we are keen to work with UNHCR to build our refugee pipelines for the next Programme year
beginning in July 2014. It is likely many of our Posts will be in a position towards the end of
the current Programme year to accept referrals to build their future pipelines.

Within the Refugee category, the Australian Government will allocate 1000 places for the
Woman at Risk programme, thereby reinforcing our support for this highly vulnerable group.

Special Humanitarian Programme (SHP)

The 2013-14 Programime includes a significant restoration of the SHP category within the
offshore component of the Programme. SHP places have been limited in recent years owing
to the large number of illegal maritime arrivals to Australia. In 2013-14, it is proposed to
return the SHP to previous levels and allow more opportunities for people in refugee-like
situations to be reunited with their families in Australia. The SHP is designed for refugees
and persons in need of humanitarian assistance who are proposed by relatives or community
organisations in Australia. While the increase in SHP means there is a reduction in refugee
places available, we expect that many people resettled under the SHP this Programme year
will be persons who have registered and may have been mandated by UNHCR.

Given family reunion is a goal of UNHCR, we would be grateful for UNHCR co-operation
where possible to help facilitate processing for the SHP component. We recognise that at
particular locations in Asia and the Middle East, there will be a significant rebalancing of our
Refugee and SHP allocations. As a result, we propose to identify existing applicants in the
refugee referrals we have received from UNHCR who have close family ties in Australia for
consideration of resettlement under the SHP provisions. This will ensure timely resettlement
and family reunion outcomes for applicants. In these instances, we would be grateful for the
opportunity to continue to access UNHCR teleconferencing facilities at some locations,
including Damascus, to interview clients.

Priorities for the 2013-14 Humanitarian Programme

The Humanitarian Programme for 2013-14 will include a significant focus on Asia, whilst
also maintaining resettlement programmes from the Middle East and Africa.

Asia Region

It is proposed that around half of Australia’s humanitarian intake in 2013-14 be resettled from
countries in Asia. This is to underscore Australia’s commitment to working in partnership
with our neighbours to find durable solutions for long-standing refugee populations in our
region.

Our focus in Asia will include a significant ailocation for refugees from Myanmar in
Malaysia, Thailand, and India. This remains one of our most important caseloads and
represents Australia’s ongoing commitment to this protracted group who have been waiting
many years for resettlement.

We also propose to continue resettiement of Bhutanese refugees from Nepal in

2013~14. This will allow Australia to meet the commitment to resettle 5000 Bhutanese from
Nepal which was made in 2008. It also ensures Australia meets the undertaking previously
made to UNHCR to continue resettlement beyond the 5000 commitment. In addition, we



propose to provide SHP places for Bhutanese persons in Nepal. To ensure there is take-up of
these SHP places, we hope to work with UNHCR to identify existing and potential refugee
applicants with family links to Australia for consideration of resettlement under the SHP
provisions.

In South-West Asia, we propose to resettle significant numbers of Afghan refugees in
Pakistan and Iran. Australia substantially increased resettlement of this group in 2012-13 and
the allocation this Programme year will continue Australia’s commitment to this long-
standing refugee group.

In our immediate region we propose to resettle refugees from Indonesia at a similar level to
last Programme year. This demonstrates that Australia recognises the burden for Indonesia in
hosting a large number of refugees and asylum seekers. We are keen to continue to work with
UNHCR and the Government of Indonesia to ensure that resettlement of refugees from
Indonesia strikes an appropriate balance between ensuring Indonesia is not left carrying the
burden of asylum seekers whilst not adding to the pull factors to attract further people to

travel to Indonesia. We appreciate the particular effort made by UNHCR in Indonesia to
ensure sufficient referrals in 2012—13. We are keen to maintain the same level of referrals (75
per month) from UNHCR Indonesia to our Post in Jakarta this Programme year.

E2M@EMEN has had discussions recently with the Donor Relations Unit regarding a new
funding agreement between the department and UNHCR for UNHCR operations in Indonesia.
[ expect these discussions will be concluded shortly.

Middle East Region

Reseitlement from the Middle East will remain significant in 2013-14. We will continue to
consider Iraqi refugees but will focus increasingly on Syrian refugees.

As you will be aware, the Australian Government has already announced it will resettle

500 Syrian refugees in 2013-14 who have fled to neighbouring countries in the Middle East.
In addition, it is proposed to make significant places available for Syrians with close family
and community links in Australia to be resettled under the SHP provisions. Going forward,
we expect to continue to work with UNHCR and the international community in future
Programme years to resettle Syrians affected by the conflict.

In order to meet our commitment to resettle 500 Syrian refugees this programme year, we
urgently require UNHCR to provide the necessary referrals. During the recent teleconference
with the Resettlement Service, UNHCR indicated their preference to provide 300 referrals to
our Post in Beirut, and the remaining 200 referrals to be provided to other Posts in the region
including Cairo and Ankara. We are comfortable with this arrangement, but would also
suggest referrals be made to our Post in Amman.

We appreciate the extraordinary pressures on UNHCR in managing the enormous influx of
Syrian refugees into neighbouring countries and that all resettlement states are pressing
UNHCR for referrals. To date we have received less than twenty referrals and are concerned
that if we do not receive most of the balance by early February 2014 at the latest, we put at
risk the places we have earmarked for Syrian refugees.








