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The AFP also expects to work increasingly with the private sector on finding ways
to limit opportunities for criminal exploitation of new systems and technology, and
to effectively investigate criminal activity in those areas.
Electronic commerce will clearly be a significant component of the nation�s future
prosperity. The Government�s continued focus on moving to on-line service
delivery and electronic commerce will bring an inevitable increase in the number
of electronic crimes being reported.
Referrals to the AFP in this area are expected to double to around 560 during 2001
and are likely to continue to grow at 100 per cent per annum for several years.
The effectiveness of the AFP�s response to e-crime referrals will play an important
role in maximising the benefits to the Government of its e-commerce systems.
Among other planned initiatives, the AFP has decided that all its operational
investigators will have a basic understanding of computer search and evidence
recovery techniques and is in the final stages of implementing a national training
course to deliver these skills.
The upsurge in people smuggling in the last two years has been an example of
how quickly developments overseas can impact on Australia. The Government is
pursuing a multi-faceted approach to controlling the threat of people smuggling to
Australia�s sovereignty.
As part of this approach, the Government announced in May 2000 that the AFP
will receive additional funding of $17 5 million over five years for the prevention
and detection of unauthorised persons into Australia. This initiative will fund:
� A joint AFP-DIMA strike team to investigate organised people smuggling.
� An additional AFP liaison officer in Jakarta.
� The development of a law enforcement cooperation program to enhance

communications between Australia and Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand and
Pakistan (including an Interpol conference in the region) and to develop a joint
investigation capacity with these countries.

As with the AFP�s international activities under the Law Enforcement Cooperation
Program focusing on drug trafficking, the people smuggling initiative recognises
the importance of assisting and working in partnership with overseas authorities to
disrupt criminal activity before it affects Australia.
The AFP overseas liaison officer network remains the backbone of its international
cooperation.
The AFP has had success supporting � through intelligence, training and
equipment � successful operations by overseas police services. In the future, such
offshore successes are likely to become a recognised component of the AFP�s
performance reporting.
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China and South Korea, and the Prime Ministers of Ireland and Bangladesh. Close
personal protection was also provided to a number of persons of interest to
Australia including Xanana Gusmao, the UN Secretary General, and several high-
level US visitors.
Commonwealth agencies can now make a combined assessment and contribute to
decisions on the provision of close personal protection resources due to the
formation of the Overseas Visits Group and Visiting Dignitaries Working Group.
The potential for major incidents was identified through informative and timely
intelligence, assistance from State and Territory police services and the diligence of
personnel undertaking close personal protection duties. These activities resulted in
the disruption of unlawful plans of individuals and syndicates.
One federal agent accompanied the Governor-General on official business to
Switzerland and Greece, while several others travelled to PNG, Fiji and the
Solomon Islands in relation to visits by Australian Cabinet Ministers.
Two federal agents also travelled to East Timor accompanying the Australian
Parliamentary Delegation in connection with the independence referendum. This
visit was carried out under difficult circumstances and highlighted the flexibility
and skill of AFP close personal protection members.
The team providing protection for the Prime Minister performed at a high level of
effectiveness throughout 1999�2000, with heightened levels of risk at periods due
to the East Timor situation and overseas commitments.
Advanced planning proved invaluable when the AFP, in conjunction with other
Government agencies, deployed close personal protection personnel to overseas
locations. This deployment reflected the diverse requirements placed on the AFP
both nationally and internationally.
All members of full-time protection teams were subject to re-certification of various
skills to a national standard. This was a significant task undertaken Australia-wide,
with the vast majority of members able to complete the required training and
testing during periods of operational tasking.
A number of other members participated in Olympic-related close personal
protection training courses. Initial training courses were completed with the target
of having 250 trained close personal protection members deployable for the
Olympics achieved.
National Witness Protection Program
The National Witness Protection Program (NWPP) is based on relocation, change
of identity and integration of witnesses back into the community. For the safety of
those participating in the program, the AFP does not publish details of the NWPP
in annual reports.
However, the Commissioner is required to keep the Minister for Justice and
Customs informed of general operations, performance and effectiveness of the
program. The Minister in turn prepares an annual report for both houses of
parliament in a manner that does not prejudice the program�s security.
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