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Dear Mr Ross 

FOi Reference: LEX2698

File No: 20/28097

Date: 14 October 2020 

Re. Freedom of Information Request- notification of intention to refuse request 

Thank you for your email dated 24 September 2020 seeking access under the Freedom of 

Information Act 1982 (FOi Act) to: 

"All communications, documents, email correspondences and minutes of discussions used 

to compile the 'treatment of returnees' section of the latest 2019 Sri Lankan country report. 

This may include materials used to produce previous iterations of the report back to 2013." 

Practical refusal reason 

Notice is hereby given under section 24AB(2) ofthe FOi Act of an intention to refuse to grant 

access to the documents sought. The practical refusal reason is that the work involved in 

processing the request would substantially and unreasonably divert the resources of DFAT from its 

other operations. 

In deciding that this practical refusal reason exists, I have given consideration to how DFAT could 

proceed to process your request, and the time and resources that would be involved in doing so. I 

have been assisted in this task by estimates prnvided by members of staff in the Human Rights 

Policy and Social Inclusion Branch and the South Asia Branch of DFAT to determine an estimate of 

the probable resource demands posed by your FOi request. 

On advice from the relevant line area, your request as it currently stands has captured 

approximately 1300 pages that would need to be examined in order to determine whether or not 

they are within the scope of your request. I am therefore of the opinion that processing your 

request in its current form would be a substantial and unreasonable diversion of DFAT's resources 

within the meaning of section 24AA(1)- of the FOi Act. 

Request consultation process 

In accordance with section 24AB(2)(e) of the FOi Act, the consultation periods during which you 

may consult with me to revise the scope of your request is 14 days after the day you are given this 

notice. Please note that if you do not take this opportunity to consult, in accordance with section 

24AB(6) of the FOi Act, your request will be taken to have been withdrawn under section 24AB(7) 

of the FOi Act. 
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