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Herbicide is used as part of Councils activities to control various annual and perennial broadleaf, grassy and woody weeds, trees and brush in our parks and public service areas, drains and waterways.
Herbicide is typically applied by a knapsack and handgun or motorised spray unit.  Council permits the use of herbicides for their approved purpose under safe conditions as specified by the manufacturer.  All herbicides must be registered with the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APMVA) and used in line with the directions contained on the label.
Glyphosate is the active ingredient in RoundUp and about 500 other herbicide products. Round up is the most commonly used herbicide in the world.
Exposure and Personal Protection
General protective measures are to avoid contact with eyes and skin and do not inhale mists.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hygiene measures that must be followed are no smoking, eating or drinking allowed when using any herbicide product.  Always wash hands before breaks and at end of work shift.  Use of a protective ointment (barrier cream) is recommended.
Respiratory protection where the formation of mists or vapours may be appropriate and an organic vapour cartridge respirator (properly fitting half-face or full-face) should be used.
Hand Protection may include elbow length PVC gloves and are available to be worn when using herbicides.
Eye Protection includes safety goggles and/or face shield and are recommended when using herbicides.
Protective clothing must be worn, either cotton overalls or long pants and long sleeve shirt buttoned to the neck and wrist, and a washable hat when using herbicides.
Safe use and handling of chemicals relies on making sure you have information at hand on the safe conditions of use and access to correct PPE and amenities.  If you have any concerns, speak up and talk to your supervisor, HSR or WHS Advisor.
SDS are available from ChemAlert.  Please ensure your chemical storage location is kept up to date and reviewed.
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Glyphosate-free herbicide alternatives, such as Local Safe may offer effective weed control for some operations.
Any new chemical or practice must be risk assessed for safety and operational reliability.
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