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Synopsis

In the Russian-Jewish quarter of New York a teenage boy with a dying mother tries to mediate
between his outlawed hitman brother and his mafia father but is tragically caught up in the
violence.
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This drama warrants an R classification, in the Board's view, for its depictions of violence:

Strongest element is the final prolonged sequence which shows a series of people shot in a
back yard with blood-burst bullet wounds and post-action visuals of bodies lying in a pool of
blood, including the teenage boy shot mistakenly. The hitman is then shown struggling to carry
the bloody body of his brother from the back of his car, Blood smears over him as he does this.
He pushes the body into a furnace then sets it alight. His jacket is by now covered in blood.

Other depictions are less visually confronting but also have a tone of cruelty which gives them
conceptual strength They include the hitman shooting a man in broad daylight, with blood
spray shown; and the kidnapping of a man from his bed, the man then shown outdoors being
forced to kneel, crying, before the hitman shoots him, with blood spray from the back of his
head.

These depictions are sufficiently realistic and explicit to warrant restriction to audiences 18+.




